WICKEN FEN (BIRD RINGING) GROUP

Brief news for August 2009

There were netting sessions at the Fen on 18 different days in August.  The St. Edmund’s Fen/Education area (Compartments 30 & 31) was used on 5 days, Gallops (Compartment 21) on 2 and the Reedbed (Compartments 51, 52 & 53) on 12.  The month’s ringing total was 679; a further 183 different birds were retrapped, so the overall total for the month was 862.  Individual species totals (the first figure new birds, the second retraps) were:

Sparrowhawk


1, 1

Garden Warbler
15, 1

Water Rail


1, 0

Blackcap

73, 4

Woodpigeon


1, 0

Chiffchaff

13, 3




Kingfisher


1, 0

Willow Warbler
8, 0

Great spotted Woodpecker
1, 3

Goldcrest

1, 0

Swallow


57, 0

Bearded Tit

2, 0

House Martin


1, 0

Long-tailed Tit
7, 7

Wren



32, 8

Blue Tit

26, 32

Dunnock


12, 12

Great Tit

15, 41

Robin



21, 15

Tree Creeper

2, 2

Blackbird


16, 6

Jay


1, 0




Song Thrush


1, 1

House Sparrow
9, 1

Cetti’s Warbler

9, 4

Chaffinch

31, 13

Grasshopper Warbler

1, 0

Greenfinch

7, 0

Sedge Warbler


37, 1

Goldfinch

5, 0

Reed Warbler


232, 19
Linnet


1, 0

Lesser Whitethroat

5, 0

Bullfinch

5, 7


Whitethroat


29, 2



^^^^^^^^^^

Old birds retrapped during the month were Reed Warbler R428291 at 5 years 11 months, Long-tailed Tit 4Z4715 at 5y 3m, Blue Tit R428479 at 5y 2m, Bullfinch T492072 at 3y 6m, Chaffinch T492510 at 3y 5m, Cetti’s Warbler T4925 at 3y 2m and Wren ALE 300 at 3y 1m.  We have also received notification of Wicken-ringed birds being found elsewhere: a Robin to Thetford, a Lesser Redpoll to Nottinghamshire and a Tree Sparrow to Yorkshire.

^^^^^^^^^^

Some of the more interesting bird sightings during the month of August were:

Little Egret

3 on the 8th.

Buzzard

One on the 12th.



Marsh Harrier

Juveniles still much in evidence.






Collared Pratincole
One on Tubney briefly, on the 11th.



Woodcock

Chicks seen at the Reedbed.




Greenshank

4 on the 16th, 22nd and 26th.





Green Sandpiper 
8 on the 13th.

Wood Sandpiper
One on Tubney on the 11th.

Stonechat

A family party of 5 seen on the 22nd.


Wheatear

Singles on the 14th and 29th.

Whinchat

Singles on the 21st and 22nd.


Bearded Tit

Present in the Reedbed all month.











