WICKEN FEN (BIRD RINGING) GROUP

Brief news for May 2009

There were netting sessions at the Fen on 18 different days in May.  The St. Edmund’s Fen/Education area (Compartments 30 & 31) was used on 14 days, Gallops (Compartment 21) on 7 and the Reedbed (Compartments 51, 52 & 53) on 2.  The month’s ringing total was 270; a further 177 different birds were retrapped, so the overall total for the month was 447.  Individual species totals (the first figure new birds, the second retraps) were:

Heron



2, 0

Garden Warbler
11, 2




Woodpigeon


2, 0

Blackcap

13, 7

Collared Dove


2, 0

Chiffchaff

10, 13

Cuckoo


1, 0

Willow Warbler
5, 4



Barn Owl


4, 0

Long-tailed Tit
10, 7

Great spotted Woodpecker
0, 2

Blue Tit

38, 9

Wren



3, 10

Great Tit

69, 13



Dunnock


13, 14

Tree Creeper

2, 4

Robin



9, 11

Jay


1, 0

Blackbird


18, 23

Magpie

1, 0




Song Thrush


4, 6

House Sparrow
3, 5

Cetti’s Warbler

1, 5

Chaffinch

3, 8

Sedge Warbler


9, 3

Greenfinch

7, 2

Reed Warbler


7, 2

Goldfinch

6, 5

Lesser Whitethroat

3, 2

Bullfinch

8, 15



Whitethroat


3, 1

Reed Bunting

2, 4

^^^^^^^^^^

Old birds retrapped during the month were Long-tailed Tit 4Z4480 at 5 years 6 months, Blackbird RH40170 at 5y 1m, Great Tit R490649 at 4y 3m, Reed Bunting R490938 at 4y 2m, Chaffinch R490842 and Garden Warbler R490985 both at 4y 0m, Robin T492161 at 3y 6m,  Bullfinch T492216 at 3y 4m and Willow Warbler ALE363 at 3 y 1m, 

^^^^^^^^^^

Some of the more interesting bird sightings during the month were:

Shelduck

Up to 4 in the month.

Arctic Tern

2 on 14th.


Wigeon

Last on 10th.


Turtle Dove

5 present.


Garganey

Pair present.


Cuckoo

6 present.


Bittern


At least two birds.

Corn Bunting

On 10th.


Little Egret

Maximum 20.

Squacco Heron
From 24th.






Buzzard

2 on 2nd.

Hobby


11 on 24th.





Oystercatcher

2 on 10th.

Avocet


Up to 7 on Tubney.

Ringed Plover

A tundrae on 14th.


Little ringed Plover
2 on 2nd.








Woodcock

6 on 30th.

Whimbrel

One on 2nd.

Greenshank

6 on 12th.






